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SQUASHBERRY

(Viburnum edule)

Federal Status: Not Listed
State Status: Endangered

Description:
This 3-foot-tall
shrub grows in
sprawling
clumps on a
thin layer of
fallen leaves
and organic
debris. The
shrub’s paired,
lobed leaves,
except for
those at the
tips of
branches,
resemble
maple leaves.
The leaves at the tips of the branches are not
lobed. Bouquets of white, star-shaped fragrant
flowers bloom in early May. These are followed
by juicy, red, edible fruits.

Habitat: Squashberry requires the cool, moist
conditions of shaded rocky sites, including
quartzite talus slopes. It may be found growing
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in the cracks of stony cliffs. The humus-rich soil
that sometimes accumulates in such situations is
chilled by cool air drifting downslope between
the rocks.

Forestry Considerations: Mature deciduous
trees help to maintain the cool, moist conditions
that squashberry requires. Single-tree selection
silviculture is
preferred. This
technique maintains
a closed canopy,
preventing drying
and warming of the
soil.


